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KEEPING IT INCLUSIVE
Rachel Griffin returns to campus to 
talk about sexism, racism and how 
it affects Eastern, based on her last 
visit. 
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TURNING OVER TIGERS
The Eastern football team faces 
a turnover-ridden team as it 
goes against Tennessee State at 
1:30 p.m. Saturday at O’Brien 
Field
PAGE 8
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Departments across campus will 
soon have to pick up their mail from 
a central box in their building in-
stead of having it delivered to their 
individual office mailboxes.
Campus mail services is switch-
ing its delivery method to a central 
mailing system in order to compen-
sate for a limited number of employ-
ees.
John Sigler, the associate direc-
tor of support services, said one of 
the mailroom’s employees quit about 
two years ago, and because the uni-
versity decided not to fill that posi-
tion, the staff went down from five 
to four.
Now, whenever one worker takes 
a sick day, the staff is even more 
pressed for time, and the office’s 
part-time worker has to take over a 
mail route. 
Faced with $8 million in budget 
cuts and declining enrollment, one 
of Eastern’s financial strategies has 
been attrition, which means posi-
tions around the university are not 
always filled when they become va-
cant.
When Clay Hopkins, the director 
of telecommunications, retired last 
year, his position was not filled, so 
Facilities Planning and Management 
was given authority over mail servic-
es as of April 1.
Sigil said the mail services crew 
already had the drawings ready and 
new boxes picked out by the time he 
took over. 
“That was sort of the accommoda-
tion (the administration) made for 
the mailroom since they were taking 
a position away from us,” he said. 
He said Old Main has had this 
type of system already for 15 to 20 
years, during which time the presi-
dent’s office, vice presidents’ offic-
es and math department have all 
picked up and dropped off their 
mail in a central location on the first 
floor.
Central boxes are now installed 
in Blair Hall, Buzzard Hall, Ninth 
Street Hall, Klehm Hall, Lumpkin 
Hall, Coleman Hall, McAfee Gym, 
Lantz Arena, the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center, the Student Services Build-
ing, the Human Services Building, 
the Physical Sciences Building and 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Univer-
sity Union.
Mail services spent about $30,000 
on the installation, which it paid for 
out of a fund it has to update its 
equipment according to new state 
and federal regulations, Sigil said.
Mail system switches to save time, money
MAIL, page 5 
By Luis Martinez
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News
Student Senate unanimously 
passed two new bills Wednesday, 
the Safety Walk Outreach Table 
bill and the Budgeting Event bill.
Senator Danielle Burden pre-
sented the Safety Walk bill, which 
will feature the Safety Walk Out-
reach table. 
The table will allow students to 
get more involved in the walk by 
marking the areas on campus that 
they feel the least safe in.
This information will then be 
used to narrow the focus during 
the  actua l  walk ,  dur ing which 
they will color code a map based 
on what they find.
“We finally have the colors for 
the stickers,” Burden said. “Yel-
low is going to be for lighting is-
sues; red for traffic and parking; 
blue is the emergency lights, and 
green will be sidewalk safety and 
traffic issues.” 
The outreach table wil l  have 
students participate in the Safe-
ty Walk, even if they are unable 
to attend.
Burden said Dan Nadler,  the 
vice president for student affairs, 
approached  her  a t  l a s t  week’s 
meeting and said too many stu-
dents at the walk might be over-
whelming.
“Dr.  Nadler  approached me 
after last week’s meeting and he 
doesn’t  want  a  lot  o f  s tudents 
t h e r e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t o o  ove r -
whelming having so many bodies 
there,” Burden said. 
“He wants to keep it small like 
it normally is, that’s why it’s im-
portant to do this, because that 
way we are getting student’s feed-
back since it’s not really open to 
everyone to come to the Safety 
walk, they are still getting a say 
in it,” Burden said.
Senator Phi l l ip Love sa id he 
disagreed with Nadler, but feels 
that student involvement is im-
portant with the event. 
“I feel that this is a good way 
to help get students involved with 
campus safety by giving us their 
feedback,” Love said.
Senator  Cat ie  Wit t  sa id  she 
agreed on the event’s importance.
“ Without the map, there’s no 
interact ion with students ,  and 
that  i s  what  we want especia l-
ly since they’re going to be walk-
ing by and they want an input on 
what we do.”
The Budgeting Event will allow 
students to learn how to proper-
ly balance their budgets while in 
college and have financial stabil-
ity. 
Senator Stephen Simpson sub-
mitted the proposal for the event. 
“As a part of my business af-
fairs committee, we thought this 
would be a good event to start 
out with,” Simpson said. “This is 
something that everyone can re-
late to.”
Witt said she agreed that the 
event could be helpful to non-
business students. 
“I  think i t’s  a  good idea be-
cause I’m not a business major or 
finance so I don’t know how to 
budget my money,” Witt said. “I 
know that this will be helpful for 
other students who don’t know as 
well.”
The event will be called “Don’t 
Go Broke” and will be held from 
4 to 5 p.m. on Nov.11, though 
the location was not announced.
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu. 
Senate passes 
bill for upcoming 
Safety Walk 
Pop up the jam
CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Jennifer Maes, a freshman early childhood education major, attempts to pop a balloon during 
Hall Council Wednesday in Taylor Hall Basement.
Table set up 
for student 
involvement
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FRIDAY
•A cannabis complaint was re-
por t ed  a t  11 :58  p.m.  Mon -
day near Andrews Hall. The in-
cident was referred to the of-
f i c e  o f  s t u d e n t  s t a n d a r d s . 
• Leco Braggs, 19, 1806 Cot-
tage Grove, Urbana, was arrested at 
3:33 a.m. Tuesday at Ford Hall and 
charged with disorderly conduct, 
criminal trespass to residence and 
harassment by electronic communi-
cation. He was released to the custo-
dy of the Coles County Sheriff’s Of-
fice at 5:33 a.m. pending a $1,500 
bond.
• An electronic harassment report 
was filed at 4:25 p.m. at the Univer-
sity Police Department. The inci-
dent is under investigation.
BLOT TER
Cannabis, 
harrasement reportedBy Jarad Jarmon 
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter
After working 90 cases a year, 
from homicide cases to armed rob-
bery, a Charleston Police Depart-
ment officer chose to move on to 
new aspects of criminal justice. 
James Blagg, a former detective 
for the CPD, retired at 50 after 30 
years of working on the force as of 
Oct. 10.
Blagg  sa id  wi th  h i s  pens ion 
maxed out;  he knew it  was his 
t ime  to  move  on  to  d i f f e ren t 
things.
He said his leaving the depart-
ment was bittersweet. 
“I have been there for a long 
t ime,  and I  knew this  day was 
coming,”  Blagg sa id .  “It  came 
quicker than you would ever ex-
pect it to. It is kind of hard to be-
lieve I worked over there for 30 
years.”
Starting off as a patrolman Oct. 
11, 1984, Blagg worked the night 
shift for five years.
He  s a i d  s t a r t i n g  o u t ,  e v e n 
though he had lived in Charles-
ton his entire life, he did not an-
ticipate the amount of things that 
can happen at night, especially 
with the university embedded in 
the town. 
“It  was a shock to see 3,000 
people running around at 1 in the 
morning,” Blagg said. 
He then moved on to the day 
shift where he served as a field-
training officer and mentored new 
officers into the career. 
After 17 years as a patrolman, 
he then spent the remaining 13 
years working homicide, robbery, 
and even petty crime. 
Despite leaving the job, some 
of the cases  such as one where 
2-year-old Holden Jones was mur-
dered still stick with him today.
While it was gratifying getting 
an admission out of Jamie Thom-
asson,  who was  convicted and 
sentenced to 70 years in prison, 
working cases l ike this one was 
difficult, Blagg said. 
It was especially difficult at the 
time, because his child was around 
that age. 
He said despite personal feel-
ings, he knew he had to keep calm 
in order to hopefully get a confes-
sion and not have to rely on phys-
ical evidence. 
“You don’t want to mess up the 
case,” he said. 
Blagg learned from this case and 
many others throughout his time 
in the department. 
“It was one of the roughest cas-
es that really changed my life,” 
Blagg said. “It makes you real -
ize the evil that is out there. I am 
here to make it better for the par-
ents and to have justice served 
for those that committed these 
crimes.”
Blagg started his new job Oct. 
16 as  an adult  probat ion of f i -
cer working in the Coles County 
Courthouse House Probation Of-
fice. 
He was always interested in ev-
ery aspect of the criminal justice 
system. 
As a police officer, he handled 
the point of arrest to the point of 
convection, and now as a proba-
tion officer, he is now able to pick 
up from the point of conviction. 
He said he wanted to help those 
on probation to making the right 
choices. 
“I just wanted to work the full 
circle,” Blagg said. 
Even though he is not in the de-
partment, Blagg said he still con-
tinues and will continues to keep 
in contact with the close friends 
he made on the force. 
Jarad Jarmon can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or jsjarmon@eiu.edu.
JAMES BLAGG
Detective retires after 30 years
Bowl of fun
Don’t miss our multimedia coverage!
www.dennews.com
Photo Galleri
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Interactive PagesVide
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New in 
Town?
Havent Advertised with the DEN before?
Try us you’ll 
like it!
Call 58 1 . 2 8 1 6 to learn
About our new client deals
CHYNNA MILLER|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Jennifer Tororice, a senior sociology major,  prepares to bowl during the Bright Lights, Blue Lanes Home-
coming event Wednesday at the Bowling Lanes in the Martin Luther King Jr, University Union.
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BINGO
@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity
615 7th Street
Non-members can play
* MUST BE 21 *
7PM TONIGHT
217-345-2012
$1.00 Drafts
Ally Table | 10 AM - 2 PM
    Come learn more about being an Ally at the LGBTQA Resource Center
Sigma Tau Delta Gothtober Event | 5 PM
    A evening of student presentations on Gothic Literature; MLK Union’s Arcola/Tuscola room
OcTUBAfest | 7:30 - 9 PM
    Recital series celebrating the tuba and euphonium; Doudna FA Center
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
October 23, 2014 What’s Happening at EIU?
close to campus
Locally owned and managed
Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com
Call or text us at 217-345-4001
1-6 Bedroom Homes conveniently located
www.powersports-hq.com
Check out the new GoPro lineup
We carry Hero4 in black and silver
Free demonstrations available!
Layaway available on most products!
Area’s only official GoPro dealer!
Life is SHORT, Go Full Throttle!
Thursday Night
7:30 DJ Mc2
Interactive Music
$2 Coors Lt 
Tall Boys or Pints
$2.50 Fireball
$2.75 Red Bull &
 Vodka
Open @ 8:30am SAT
Bloody Mary Bar
Watch the parade here!
“on the Square”
Focus on disease and symptom 
management
D o  Y o u  H a v e  M u l t i p l e  S c l e r o s i s ?
The Exercise Neuroscience Research Lab at the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign is
dedicated to the study of exercise and its 
benefits for people with MS.
Our studies:
Provide opportunities for ALL people 
with MS
We compensate for time and travel
The Exercise Neuroscience esearch Lab at the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign is 
dedicated to the study of exercise and its   
benefits for people with MS.  
Our studies: 
 Focus on disease and symptom         
management  
 Provide opportunities for ALL people    
with MS 
We compensate for time and travel. 
Please contact us to learn more! 
Phone: 217.244.1191  
Toll free: 1.888.796.7966  
Email: exerciseneurolab@gmail.com 
Website: www.enrl.net 
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Reginald Thedford, the student body president, smiles fondly as he looks 
back at his reasoning for choosing Eastern as his new educational home.
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge 
Eastern was not the only school 
gunning for  him. Playing soc-
cer most of his life afforded him 
extra grants; however, he didn’t 
think his potential and skills were 
being recognized,  so  he t rans -
ferred to Eastern last spring and 
became the student body presi-
dent in the fall. 
Reginald Thedford, the student 
body president,  said he has al -
ways been highly involved at each 
institution he attended.
He said at his previous college, 
Elmhurst, he was the vice presi-
dent of the Black Student Union 
and started the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Col-
ored People chapter there. 
“I’m just someone who likes to 
be involved; I like to be produc-
tive in everything I do,” Thedford 
said. 
Thedford,  who i s  a l so  a  po-
litical science major, said when 
he came to Eastern,  he ran for 
speaker of the house because he 
was interested in student govern-
ment.
Although he was not elected, 
this loss became Thedford’s big-
gest motivator because it led him 
to get more involved in activities 
on campus. 
Eventually, he became the stu-
dent affairs chair, which allowed 
him to help start  “Blue Crew,” 
as well  as the acting University 
Board movies coordinator. 
Thedford said everything he 
has  done with being a  s tudent 
l eader  on campus  and making 
himself stand out has helped him 
gain the position he has now. 
“With everything I did for stu-
dent  a f fa i r s ,  i t  showed people 
what I was capable of,” Thedford 
said. 
Thedford sa id he didn’t  l ike 
that he ran unopposed—he said 
he wished for more of a challenge 
so that his role didn’t feel as if it 
was just given to him. 
He sa id  running unopposed 
creates  more pressure,  because 
now he  has  to  work harder  to 
show the university he is worthy 
of the position. 
With that experience in mind, 
one  of  the  th ings  Thedford  i s 
working to f ix as student body 
president is the lack of participa-
tion in student government elec-
tions. 
Thedford said as the student 
body  pre s ident ,  he  must  have 
monthly meetings with President 
Bil l  Perry and Dan Nadler,  the 
vice president for student affairs, 
as well as the North Central As-
sociation, which deals with uni-
versity accreditation.
Alongside these monthly meet-
ings, Thedford still has his nor-
mal  se t  of  c las ses  to  at tend as 
well as help with the presidential 
search committee. 
He  s a id  he  a t t ends  a  lo t  o f 
these meetings in order to help 
make the university better, which 
is why he is not surprised many 
students are not given the chance 
to match the title of student body 
president to his face.
“All that going on and school 
(makes) i t’s  hard to make your 
face known on campus,” Thed-
ford said. 
Thedford said s ince he is  al -
lowed to sit on the presidential 
search committee, he and three 
other students are given a say in 
what kind of president the uni-
versity should have after Perry re-
tires, which will be June 2015. 
“If students can’t relate to the 
president, it’s going to be a prob-
lem,” Thedford said. 
Thedford i s  a l so  the  second 
African-American in 30 years to 
hold the position, which he said 
is great accomplishment that sets 
a positive example for African-
American males on campus.
He  s a id  hav ing  an  Af r i c an-
American represent the student 
body ref lects  posit ive ly  on the 
university. 
He said for racial minority stu-
dents, this would show that they 
too could aspire to hold a posi-
tion of leadership on campus.
He sa id  many minor i ty  s tu-
dents have come up to him saying 
they now want to be involved in 
student government because they 
see him holding the position. 
“If they don’t see it, they (may) 
see  i t  (a s )  imposs ib le ;  i t  g ives 
them hope,” Thedford said. 
Thedford said with his  posi-
tion, he has created a multicul-
tural advisor within his presiden-
tial cabinet, a position that has 
been di scussed mult ip le  t imes 
and that  he thinks  wi l l  have a 
good effect on campus. 
He is also in the planning stag-
es to bring the “It’s in Us” initia-
tive to campus, which is a cam-
paign put in place by President 
Barack Obama to end sexual as-
sault and raise awareness. 
Another  a spec t  Thedford  i s 
changing with his presidency is 
the presence of student govern-
ment during Homecoming. He 
said usually they only need to be 
present during the parade,  but 
now he is working to have the or-
ganization be more involved with 
other events such as “Yel l  Like 
Hell.” 
“Everything is an opportunity,” 
Thedford said. 
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Student president works toward social initiatives
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Drawn from the easel
DEANNA TADLOCK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Everyone has high ambitions when 
deciding what food they might eat that day. 
But as the day rambles on, these lofty 
goals become a dream for another time. For 
some, it might be because passing Chic-fil-
A without getting something feels like sacri-
lege, but I feel for most, eating healthy just 
is not a viable option, especially in Charles-
ton. 
Eating healthy for most college students 
is just not possible, not because there is not 
a single healthy option in the town, but 
because healthy food is financially draining. 
According to a National Post article, 
the Harvard School of Public Health did a 
study finding out a healthy diet costs rough-
ly $1.50 more a day. While that does not 
sound like much, added up, it totals to 
$2,000 a year.
This is money a student paying college 
and a water bill cannot maintain for long 
periods of time. 
Campus life does not afford students the 
ability to even make a good attempt at eat-
ing healthy. Especially for some like those 
who live in residence halls, realistically there 
are not many options aside from what can 
be microwaved which is normally cheap and 
satisfying for the time. 
Eating a Maruchan Ramen packet from 
the 12-pack for $3 at 1 a.m. seems to be the 
only option when it comes to eating food 
that will not break the bank. This is by no 
means a balanced meal, but there seems to 
be no better options to the contrary. 
The university does not offer food on 
campus that could even be considered 
healthy while also tasting good, aside from 
Subway. 
Subway cannot be eaten everyday 
though. While the dining halls have some 
options for healthy food, the palette is 
much to limited to be considered on a daily 
basis. Aside from having a salad everyday, it 
seems impossible to sustain a weekly healthy 
diet in the dining halls. 
Healthy diets are important, and yet, 
the current food economy and the lack of 
options on campus make these diets seem 
impossible. 
It feels like a lose-lose situation. I cannot 
cook healthy foods without throwing down 
a lot of money for food, not to mention the 
limited cooking conditions available in res-
idence halls. I can also not look to the din-
ing halls for the next best thing because 
there options are severely limited. 
Policies need to be made to fix this issue, 
not only for college students, but also for 
the entire country. Policies encouraging the 
production and growth of healthy foods in 
the U.S. would hopefully force prices to 
drop for foods we need to eat as opposed to 
foods that are cheap and good for a short 
time. 
We have put to much emphasis cheap, 
quick food. A way of changing this mind-
set would be to make healthy foods a better 
financial option for people. 
This would also hopefully, in turn, 
make more healthy foods an option in din-
ing halls because it would be the cheaper 
option. 
The country already has issues with obe-
sity and unhealthy eating, and fixing these 
costs would be the big step in making this 
problem less significant. 
Jarad Jarmon is a senior journalism major. He can 
be reached at 581-7912 or denopinions@gmail.com
Jarad Jarmon
We need better, healthier eating options
STAFF EDITORIAL
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of 
The Daily Eastern News.
Mental illness should 
not be taken lightly
I will be the first to admit to lightly 
joking around with my friends about men-
tal illnesses in the past.  Sometimes phras-
es like “don’t be so depressed,” or “stop 
acting like a crazy person,” slip out when 
you’re not paying attention.  But that 
doesn’t make it okay.
A hot topic of discussion recently is the 
speculation around Amanda Bynes.
Bynes was a child actor and is most 
known for her acting in films such as 
“She’s the Man” and “Easy A.”
Recently, Bynes was hospitalized in 
an involuntary psychiatric care unit and 
is said to suffer from schizophrenia and 
bipolar disorder.
I’ve seen numerous posts on social 
media sites discussing Bynes’ condition, 
and let me tell you, none of them were 
very kind.
In August, comedian and actor Robin 
Williams committed suicide.  
It later came to surface that Williams 
had suffered from depression and that it 
was likely linked to his suicide.
Floods of people turned to social media 
to express how upset they were by the loss 
of Williams and how horrible it must be 
to suffer from depression.
These two examples may be different, 
but in many ways they are similar.  Both 
celebrities suffer from a mental illness, and 
mental illnesses are a serious condition.  
Mourning over the loss of Williams and 
posting statuses on Facebook making fun 
of Bynes’ public outbursts make you noth-
ing but a coward.
Think before you speak.  Consider what 
you’re about to post online before typ-
ing it.  I know it’s a radical idea, but try to 
keep your opinions to yourself. 
I believe that the situation Bynes and 
her family have been put in is incredibly 
saddening.  
Not only do they have to live with try-
ing to overcome mental illnesses in gen-
eral, but also they have to do it under the 
public’s eye.
Many people may think of Bynes as an 
actress that has gone off the beaten path 
and shouldn’t be allowed out in public, 
but the fact of the matter is that she has 
every right to.
Those that suffer from mental illness 
are fully capable of functioning as some-
one who does not suffer from one.  In 
fact, many people you know are probably 
suffering and you have no idea. You prob-
ably walk right past those fighting mental 
illness on a daily basis and have no idea.
I can bet that you have a friend hat suf-
fers from anxiety and panic attacks, and I 
can bet that you don’t even realize it.  
You probably treat them like you treat 
all your other friends.
And that’s how you should be treating 
the rest of society that suffers from mental 
illnesses, famous or not.
S amantha Middendor f  is  a  sophomore jour -
nalism major.  She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
semiddendorf@eiu.edu
Every election period brings out a new amendment to the consti-
tution, with this election being no exception. Proposed on the ballot 
Nov. 4 will be an amendment to Section 8.1 of the Illinois constitu-
tion — building upon the rights in the Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights. 
Voters put into place the original Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights in 
1992, but in doing so they also voted against an enforcement of the 
law. That meant while it was in theory a great set of rights, it wasn’t 
actually bound by law to enforce. The amendment being proposed will 
help change that. 
The proposed amendment would add on provisions to help 
strengthen the already in-place rights. 
The amendment helps guarantee that a victim has the right to be 
free from harassment, intimidation and abuse throughout the crimi-
nal trial process. 
Given the modern world’s admiration for technology and how 
social media can spread words like wildfire, the idea that the victim 
will not be subject to these items is a reassuring one. It would help 
bring more criminals to justice, if the victim feels protected during 
the trial. By offering this type of protection, victims might be more 
inclined to testify at trial, helping to send more criminals to prison. 
The amendment also gives the victim right to notice and to a hear-
ing before a court ruling on access to any of the victim’s records, infor-
mation or communications. 
With privacy always a hot-button issue, it would behoove our state 
to look into more secure ways of protecting the people’s right to priva-
cy. Of course that also pertains to victims. There is not a single point 
in having the victim’s whole life turned upside down after a crime has 
already left them in disarray. Furthermore, it stands to reason that a 
victim should be informed of how the information will help the case 
before their whole life is picked apart. 
The amendment also adds that the victim has the right to be heard 
at any post-arraignment court proceeding in which a victim’s right is at 
issue and at any court proceeding involving a post-arraignment deci-
sion, plea or sentencing. 
The idea that a victim is voiceless will no longer exist with this 
proposal. This also gives the victim closure, because the amendment 
makes it mandatory for the victim to be notified of how the case clos-
es. 
Finally, the amendment will work in a provision that states there 
will be a consideration of the safety of the victim and their family in 
determining bail and conditions of release after arrest and conviction 
of the defendant. 
This operates on multiple levels for the victim, and it should be 
embraced. There should always be consideration for the victim and 
their family. Especially when thinking about bail and release after 
arrest. Not giving the families and victims rights to be safe is absolute-
ly ridiculous. 
This is an amendment that needs to pass through without conflict 
or hesitation. The rights of victims are too important to ignore, to be 
swept under the rug even in the midst of debt, pensions and mini-
mum wage. Victims’ rights should be a top priority in this election. 
 Proposed law gives stronger voice to victims
Samantha Middendorf
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Any Coles County voter with a valid registration may vote during the early 
voting period.  However, any vote cast is final and may not be revoked and 
the voter will not be eligible to cast a vote on Election Day.
Monday, October 20, 2014 - Friday, October 24, 2014                      
Monday, October 27, 2014 - Friday, October 31,2014             
EARLY VOTING
 EIU-BRIDGE LOUNGE
Coles County Clerk’s Office 
217.348.0524
12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.
GRACE PERIOD REGISTRATION/VOTING 
(must vote in EIU Union):
November 4, 2014
8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
For better seats, contact Joanna at jlstauder@eiu.edu      
Dressed to Kill
7:30 Monday,
 Oct. 27th
   Grand Ballro
om, MLK Jr. U
nion
DIVA Drag Sh
ow 
                         and costum
e contest  
 
                         an  costu
e contest
presents
MC of the evening:Ceduxion
   :
Costume contest begins at 6:45pm
General Admission $5
    :
  Check back tomorrow for our
Homecoming Guide
» MAIL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Changes to the distribution of departmental mail will soon be effect. The mail will no longer be delivered to 
direct boxes but have to be picked up at the mailbox.
Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge 
A Southern Illinois University profes-
sor will be returning to Eastern Monday 
to review her findings from students’ per-
sonal concerns dealing with sexism, rac-
ism and other issues affecting marginal-
ized groups of people. 
Rachel Griffin, a professor of commu-
nication, is a critical intercultural scholar 
who conducts research dealing with crit-
ical race theory, black feminist thought, 
gender violence and other studies. 
Griffin has been a guest speaker at 
many campuses in the country, according 
to the press release. 
Richard Jones, a professor of commu-
nication studies, is a friend of Griffin and 
had the idea to have her come visit the 
campus. 
Dagni Bredesen, the director of facul-
ty development, said Griffin was a grad-
uate student of Frank Tuitt, an associate 
provost for inclusive excellence at the Uni-
versity of Denver, who visited Eastern last 
spring to discuss how to make the campus 
more inclusive. 
Inclusivity is a principle designed to 
help colleges and universities to intergrade 
multiple facets of diversity into their aca-
demic and institutional setting. 
Bredesen said Griffin coming to cam-
pus is essentially a continuation to what 
Tuitt spoke about during his visit last 
spring. 
Griffin also visited the campus earlier 
in October to meet with various faculty 
and staff members of the Making Excel-
lence Inclusive focus group. 
Not only did Griffin meet and speak 
with the focus group members, she also 
listened to the concerns of students on the 
campus in a separate and private gather-
ing. 
From what members of the focus 
groups and students have said, she will tai-
lor her keynote address to Eastern’s specif-
ic needs.
“This is a culmination of her research,” 
Bredesen said. 
Griffin will again have two separate 
sessions on her visit Monday. 
The first will be a workshop from 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the Martin Lu-
ther King 
Jr. Charles-
ton-Mat-
toon 
Room. 
It wil l 
be faculty 
members 
and grad-
uate stu-
dents only 
titled “It’s 
a Struggle, It’s a Journey, It’s a Mountain 
that you Gotta Climb.” 
During the workshop, Griffin will dis-
cuss her research and findings with the ex-
periences of African-American males in 
the academic setting on predominately 
white campuses. 
In this study, there were five focus 
groups, 29 black male students and 11 
interviews with black male faculty mem-
bers. 
Griffin’s second session will be the 
keynote address from 3 to 4 p.m. in the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center Lecture Hall. 
It is for all members of the universi-
ty titled “The Day the Mountains Move 
has Come.” This keynote will focus on 
systemic privilege and marginalization, 
which encompasses racism, sexism, het-
eroism, classism and ableism. 
The address will question whether or 
not these issues stifle the ability for cam-
puses like Eastern to flourish and how can 
the campus work toward becoming an 
emblem of inclusivity. 
Bredesen said this keynote is an excep-
tionally important event for all students 
and faculty; she said everyone should at-
tend, no matter of gender, race or sexu-
al orientation. 
“This is not just for minority students 
and faculty,” Bredesen said. 
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or  rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Professor will speak 
on university’s
inclusivity status 
R ACHEL GRIFFIN
“It’s not a dollar savings; it’s 
a time savings,” he said. “When 
you lose a person, at that t ime 
you’re not talking about dollars—
you’re talking about labor; you’re 
talking about amount of hours 
that you can actually save.”
While Sigil said people in Old 
Main never mentioned any prob-
l ems ,  o ther s  a re  beg inning  to 
foresee issues.
Sarah Miller, the office man-
ager of the English department, 
said the department receives a lot 
of sample textbooks and manu-
scripts along with regular mail 
for its 45 faculty members.
She  s a id  she  p red i c t s  s ome 
days when someone will have to 
bring a cart downstairs to get the 
mail; however, she said it would 
not be as problematic as having 
to make multiple trips because of 
not knowing when the mail has 
arrived.
Miller said the biggest concern 
people in the building are having 
is the box is located on the oppo-
site corner to the elevator.
Jean Toothman, an office ad-
ministrator, agreed with Miller.
“It’s going to be inconvenient, 
especia l ly  because of  the loca-
tion,” she said.
Sigil said the crew reached out 
to all departments and met with 
individuals who wanted to talk; 
however they also had to follow 
certain guidelines when installing 
the boxes.
For example, the location the 
Engl i sh  depar tment  reques ted 
would not have worked because a 
bulletin board and soda machine 
are already in that location, so Si-
gil said they would have to take 
the issue up with Blair Lord, the 
vice president for academic af-
fairs.
When  ma i l  s e r v i c e s  imp l e -
ments the new system, al l  mail 
wil l  be delivered to the central 
boxes, though carriers will bring 
mai l  up  to  indiv idua l  depar t-
ments if the box is full, and they 
wil l  pick up the mail  as well  i f 
departments leave slips in the box 
saying they have too much mail 
to carry down.
Sigil said mail services is cur-
rent ly  working with  a  compa-
ny to fix issues with some of the 
locks and keys to the boxes, and 
once those are resolved, he will 
announce the date of implemen-
tation.
“We’d l ike  to  get  i t  done as 
soon as possible, but we also want 
the mailboxes to operate proper-
ly,” he said.
‘
Stephanie Markham can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on 
what’s happening at EIU and in Charleston!
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For rent
Transfers, Grads, Faculty, Staff  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
Let people know that you’re
by placing a help wanted ad in the DEN!
NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
CLASSIFIEDS
Check out our photo galleries online!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Help wanted
Tweet
   Tweet
Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!
den_news
appp
City Editor Needed
Build your Portfolio | Get Paid to Write
Requirements include:
Must be a Student         
Must have a car
Apply at The DEN
1811 Buzzard
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Announcements
10,000+ COSTUMES FOR RENT! Plus 
hats, wigs, makeup, beads, masks, 
birthday and Bachelorette stuff. 
GRAND BALL COSTUMES, 609 Sixth 
Street, Charleston. Mon-Fri: Noon to 6, 
Sat: Noon to 3.
_________________________10/31
Spring Semester- Large 1 BR apt. 
across from Doudna. 217-345-2416
_________________________10/23
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24 
hours for details 630-505-8374
_________________________10/23
Fall 2015. 3, 4, 5 BR Houses. Close to 
campus. Includes all appliances and 
garbage. Call or text 217-649-6508, 
keslerodle.com
_________________________10/24
BOWERS RENTALS HOMES FOR 
FALL-Very nice! 1-6 BR homes starting 
at $325/mo. 1 minute walk to Lantz! 
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
_________________________10/24
Help Wanted-The Hideout, Tuscola. 
Hiring dancers 18 and older, no prior 
experience needed. Transportation 
available. Make $500 a night cash.
217-348-0288
_________________________10/24
For rent
BOWERS RENTALS-SPRING SEMES-
TER Spacious 1-3 BR Duplexes. Great 
discounted rates! Close to campus! Call 
or text 217-345-4001. eiuliving.com
_________________________ 10/24
2 BR Apartments - Available Now. 
Clean, Close to campus. Laundry, Air 
Conditioning. No Pets. 345-7286
_________________________ 10/27
5 BR house available for Fall. Dishwash-
er, laundry, central air, 2 bath, off-street 
parking. No pets. 345-7286
_________________________ 10/27
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
_________________________ 10/30
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun! 1, 2, 3 
BR - 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com,
217-348-1479
_________________________ 10/31
MELROSE & BROOKLYN NOW LEAS-
ING 2015-16  Fully furnished apts., pri-
vate bathrooms, walk-in closets, balco-
ny, W/D, internet and cable included! 
Only 2 blocks from campus! Nicest 
apartments in Charleston, why would 
you settle for less? 217-345-5515
melroseonfourth.com
_________________________ 10/31
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk from 
EIU, stove, fridge, Microwave, dishwash-
er, W/D, New carpet and paint. Parking 
Included, water & trash pd. 348-7746
_________________________ 10/31
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR Apts. Carlyle 
Apartments. 348-7746
_________________________ 10/31
For rent
January 2015 - 1 BR Apts., all appliances & 
W/D. Trash pd.
www.CharlestonILApts.com  348-7746
___________________________ 10/31
2 BR Apts. as low as $285/person, All appli-
ances some with dishwasher, washer/dry-
er, or garage. Trash pd some with water pd. 
As close as 3 blocks to campus 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 10/31
Move-in today! Huge 2 bedroom 2 bath 
apt on 4th. New construction, Washer/Dry-
er, Private balcony & more! Come see & 
make me an offer! 217-345-5515
___________________________ 10/31
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun!  1, 2, 3 bdr/ 
4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
___________________________ 10/31
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 2015-
2016 school year. Call
217-962-0790. Appliances included.
____________________________ 11/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 GREAT LO-
CATION, one block from campus, 3, 4, 
and 6 BEDROOM HOUSES. Please con-
tact us for more information.
217/348-8249
www.ppwrentals.com
____________________________ 11/3
GIVE US A CALL! NEXT TO BUZZARD 1, 
2, 3, 4 BD APT. 1812 9TH, FALL 2015/ 3 
BD. 1205 GRANT, AVAILABLE DEC. 
2014. sammyrentals.com CALL OR TEXT 
217-549-4011 OR MESSAGE
217-348-0673
____________________________ 11/3
For rent
Village Rentals 2015-2016 leasing student 
housing, newly remodeled 1 & 2 BR apts. 
water & trash included. 2-4 BR houses 
close to campus and pet friendly. 217-
345-2516 for an appointment.
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
____________________________11/5
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $325 each 
A/D, W/D, D/W partial covered large pa-
tio, 217-345-3273.
____________________________11/7
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $325 each 
A/C, W/D off street parking,
217-345-3273.
____________________________11/7
6 bedroom house includes a studio cot-
tage for 1, 6 total, 1906 11th, $350 each, 
large yard and patio. A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273
____________________________11/7
Fall 2015. Group of 4 or 5 persons needed 
for 1837 11th St. Close to campus. $300 
for 5 or $350 for 4. No money down at 
signing. Very nice 5 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 
laundry areas, detached garage for smok-
ers. Pets extra. Call or text 217-728-7426. 
___________________________11/10
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1 - 8 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS.  1/2 
BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com  
___________________________11/21
Properties available on 7th St.
5 or 6 BR houses
Studio, 3, or 4 BR Apartments
Most utilities paid on apartments
Call (217) 855-8521
___________________________11/21
By Cassie Buchman 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Homecoming Week is hec-
tic for many students, but may-
be even more so for the students 
working on the Homecoming 
committee. 
Shona Coleman, a sopho-
more history major who works 
on the committee, helps plan 
several of the Homecoming 
events for the community.
It is Coleman’s job to organize 
activities such as the Family Fun 
Night and “Blue-B-Que,” as well 
as assist with other Homecom-
ing events. She also deals with 
budgeting for these activities.
She said on the whole, it is a 
fairly easy job except for “little 
difficulties and hiccups in orga-
nization.” 
These hiccups include the 
time when some of the orders 
did not come in as they were 
supposed to, and when the of-
fice hours got mixed up.
Despite these inconvenienc-
es, Coleman said the work was 
worth the payoff in the end.
“(There is) a really good com-
munity here,” Coleman said. 
“Everyone has different person-
alities and different skills they 
bring to the table.”
She said she is also glad she 
got to be on the other side of 
Homecoming.
“I didn’t get to go to many 
Homecoming events last year, 
and it is interesting being on 
the other side of the fence when 
you’re planning things and mak-
ing things work as well,” she 
said.
This is Coleman’s first year on 
the committee. She joined after 
some friends suggested her per-
sonality and attitude would be 
great for a position on it.
“You have to be a positive 
person,” Coleman said. “There 
are times when this job is stress-
ful, and you need to remind 
yourself that you are doing this 
for other people.”
Because of her work on the 
Homecoming committee, Cole-
man has met many new people.
“I know a lot more people 
now,” she said. “I have gotten to 
know the Homecoming com-
mittee, the University Board 
people. It has been great to be 
able to work with many differ-
ent people.”
There were things that sur-
prised and excited her about her 
new job, especially because it 
was her first year on the campus. 
One thing she said surprised 
her was how much work it end-
ed up being.
“It is a lot of work, and plan-
ning,” Coleman said. “When 
you go to events, you only think 
it takes an hour (to set things 
up). It’s good to be a part of the 
job and learn how much work 
people from past years have put 
into it.”
Part of Coleman’s responsibil-
ity involves cleaning up the back 
room where all the things from 
Homecoming are kept.
“It’s always fun organizing the 
back room,” she said. “There are 
always so many things that pop 
up from past years.”
She said these pieces of mem-
orabilia are “a good reminder of 
how successful Homecoming 
has been in past years.”
She said looks forward to an 
equally successful Homecoming 
this year.
“People should get excited for 
Homecoming,” she said. “It’s go-
ing to be a great year.”
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Committee member organizes 
Homecoming events, festivities
SUBMIT TED PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Shona Coleman, is part of the Homcoming committee, 
where she helps budget and assist with events.
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Setter Marah Bradbury and middle hitter Josie Winner of the Eastern women’s volleyball team block a kill attempt by Murray State’s Scottie Ingram Oct. 
10 in Lantz Arena. 
By Dominic Renzetti
Assistant Sports Editor | @domrenzetti
The Eastern hockey club takes on yet 
another in-state rival this weekend, but 
this time it will have just one game as 
opposed to the usual two.
The Panthers host Illinois State at 3 
p.m. Saturday at the David S. Palmer 
Arena in Danville.
Eastern is coming off two road losses 
to Northern Illinois, losing by scores of 
13-4 and 15-2, respectively. Junior for-
ward Adam Story led the Panthers with 
two goals in the first game and one in 
the second.
The Panthers will be back at the Da-
vid S. Palmer Arena for the first time 
since the club picked up its first two 
wins of the season against Wright State.
Eastern swept Wright State on Oct. 
10 and 11. In the series, senior Glenn 
Oskvarek recorded a hat trick. The Pan-
thers are 2-8 heading into this weekend.
Illinois State is coming off a split with 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville. The 
Redbirds won Friday’s game 4-3 with a 
game-winning goal from Jeremy Gaddo.
On Saturday, it was Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville who pulled out the win, 
beating the Redbirds 7-5. Before the loss, 
Illinois State had won six straight games.
Following its matchup with Illinois 
State, Eastern remains at the David S. 
Palmer Arena, hosting Lewis University 
on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1.
That series will be the last time the 
Panthers play at home until Dec. 5 and 
6, when Eastern hosts Davenport Uni-
versity. 
In between then, the Panthers take 
on St. Mary’s of Minnesota on Nov. 15 
and 16. Eastern and Illinois State meet 
again for a rematch on Nov. 20 at the 
U.S. Cellular Coliseum in Bloomington. 
During that weekend, the Panthers will 
also take on Northwestern on the road at 
the Centennial Ice Arena in Wilmette on 
Nov. 21 and 22.
Dominic Renzetti can be reached
at 581-2812 or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.
Eastern, 
ISU clash 
in Danville
“They put a lot of pressure on you,” 
Dameron said. “They have 30 sacks. 
They’re really good up front. They’re re-
ally good on the back end. I can’t figure 
out where they’re not really good.”
The Tigers have the top-three sack 
getters in the conference. Junior Gabe 
Terry leads the trio with 8.5, followed 
by senior Anthony Bass, with six and 
fellow senior Samquan Evans, who has 
four total sacks.
Although Eastern is at the bottom in 
sacks allowed overall, the Panthers’ of-
fensive line has only surrendered three 
sacks in their three OVC games that are 
the fewest in the conference. 
Jalen Whitlow’s running ability has 
enabled him to escape from pressure 
and has led to long runs for the junior. 
The Eastern quarterback has capital-
ized on his running ability, leading to 
big gains through the ground. In three 
games, Whitlow ranks No. 2 in rush-
ing yards per game at 100. He also has 
six rushing touchdowns, which ranks 
him No. 2 as well behind Eastern Ken-
tucky’s Dy’Shawn Mobley.
Tennessee State coach Rod Reed is 
well aware of the dual-threat quarter-
back.
“You rewind a couple weeks back 
to Jacksonville State and (Whitlow) is 
as good if not better than Eli Jenkins,” 
Reed said. “We all know how good Jen-
kins is. Whitlow has done a really good 
job of running the offense and he can 
beat with his feet and he can beat you 
throwing the ball.”
The Eastern quarterback has thrown 
six touchdowns in OVC play, complet-
ing 65.9 percent of his passes (58-of-
65) and has the best passing efficiency 
in the league at 150.3. Whitlow is the 
only starting quarterback that has not 
thrown an interception in conference 
games so far this season.
“He’s not a one-dimensional guy,” 
Reed said. “I watched the kid throw 
an 18-yard comeback from the wide 
side of the field. Anytime you have that 
kind of arm strength, you’re dangerous 
throwing the ball.”
Eastern has the No. 1 offense in the 
OVC, averaging 49.3 points and 561.7 
yards per game. Dameron said the Pan-
thers couldn’t let the Tennessee State de-
fense control the tempo of the game 
Saturday.
The Tigers are only allowing 280.8 
yards of offense per game in OVC play 
– the only team not surrendering more 
than 300 yards per game.
“Their defense is an All-Star group 
and we have to make sure offensive-
ly that we don’t turn it over,” Damer-
on said.
Aldo Soto can be
reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
Change is in the air for the East-
ern volleyball team this weekend as it 
travels to Austin Peay on Friday and 
Murray State on Saturday in rematch-
es from two weeks ago. 
The last meetings saw the Panthers 
fall to the Racers, but defeat the Gov-
ernors in five sets the next day.
For many coaches, playing a famil-
iar opponent different times during 
the season presents less of a challenge 
in preparation, but it’s a different sto-
ry in Ohio Valley Conference, Eastern 
coach Kate Price said.
“Well you’ve seen them, but at the 
same time, the second time around, 
things change with teams,” she said. 
“Every team has different people play-
ing and things of that nature. We 
still need to make sure we’re address-
ing issues that beat us in both games, 
no matter what the final result was, 
because there were issues in both 
games.”
Murray State is climbed back into 
first place in the OVC this weekend 
after winning their last five games, in-
cluding seven of their last eight. Price 
said their consistency as well as a great 
outside attack has been a big piece of 
their success.
“Consistency would be a big piece 
of it, that their playing at a consis-
tent enough level to beat teams,” Price 
said. “They’re doing a good job with 
their outside attack because they get 
after it, and that always enables a 
team to be on top of what they do.”
The Panthers have begun imple-
menting a new blocking scheme for 
this weekend, most notably with true 
freshman Allie Hueston, who has av-
eraged nearly five blocks a game since 
OVC play began. 
“We need to go in and prepare 
to have to adjust the block during 
games,” Price said. “Being in the po-
sition to make big defensive plays and 
big digs, being successful in the back 
court, is what we’re working on.”
Hueston has been aware of this 
new strategic maneuver, but as of 
Tuesday, she had still not known what 
specifically will be used this weekend. 
“I think we’re going to change up the 
block a little bit, but other than that I 
think we’re just going to work around 
what both these teams do,” Hueston 
said.
Austin Peay, meanwhile, has strug-
gled lately, losing three out of during 
their last road trip. However, Eastern’s 
libero Stephanie Wallace knows both 
she and the Panthers need to have 
more energy than they did in their 
five-set victory two weeks ago.
“I think we do have a better idea 
for these two teams this weekend, 
but we need to have more energy and 
keep working on finishing because 
that’s what we didn’t do at home, and 
these away matches are always tough,” 
Wallace said.
First serve for the Austin Peay game 
will take place at 6:00 p.m., while the 
Murray State will start at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday. 
 Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu.
Rematch brings change for Panthers
By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s soccer team is 
2-10-1 and needs to win its next two 
conference games against Fort Wayne 
and Oral Roberts to have any chance 
of making it to the Summit League 
conference tournament.
Eastern remains winless in confer-
ence at 0-3-1 and they are also 0-7 
on the road, where they have not won 
since 2012. Eastern has also dropped 
two straight home games to Western 
Illinois last Saturday and to Green Bay 
on Tuesday.
Freshman goalkeeper Mike Novot-
ny has been solid for Eastern despite 
having a 1-8 record. He has given up 
17 goals while making 39 saves and 
has a 1.58 goals against average. 
Eastern senior forward Tayron Mar-
tin scored his first goal of the year 
Tuesday against Green Bay in the Pan-
thers’ loss. Martin led the team in 
points with nine last year. He has two 
assist and four points this year.
Around The Summit League:
Western Illinois is unbeaten in its 
last seven games after tying Drake 
1-1 on Tuesday. Western goalkeeper 
Yves Dietrich finally gave up a goal 
after having a six game shut out 
streak. He leads the Summit League 
in saves and save percentage. Dietri-
ch has seven shutouts this year.
Western’s Charlie Bales is a league 
leader in points with 14 and shots with 
41. He is also tied for first for most 
goals with six. 
Offensive players of the week in the 
Summit League were Tarik Salkicic 
from Oral Roberts and Mario Alvarez 
from Western Illinois. 
Salkicic is a junior midfielder and 
this is his first career player of the week 
award. He earned the award by scor-
ing the game-winning goal in the 73rd 
minute over IUPUI. This gave Oral 
Roberts its first conference win and 
snapped their four game losing streak.
Alvarez from Western Illinois is a 
midfielder and this is his third career of-
fensive player of the week. He earned 
it by scoring the game-winning goal 
against Eastern Illinois last Saturday in 
a 1-0 victory. The senior had a career 
high five shots against Eastern and his 
goal helped Western improve its win-
ning streak to six games. 
Defensive player of the week was 
Yves Dietrich for the third straight 
week. The senior extended his scoreless 
streak to 540 minutes after a 1-0 victo-
ry over Eastern. Dietrich had to make 
only three saves in the contest. A player 
has not won the award three weeks in a 
row since 1995.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
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Senior forward Tayron Martin attempts to find a route to the net during 
a match against Western Illinois on Saturday at the Eastern practice field.  
The Panthers lost to the Leathernecks 1-0.
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At 4-4 overall, a three-game los-
ing streak in the Ohio Valley Con-
ference, Tennessee State enters 
O’Brien Field tied with Murray 
State for the worst conference re-
cord at 1-3. 
For Eastern coach Kim Dameron 
that means absolutely nothing. De-
spite their three straight losses, the 
Tigers sport the OVC’s No. 1 de-
fense that is also ranked No. 3 in 
the entire FCS.
“You better not look at their last 
three weeks as far as their record 
and you better not look at some of 
the things that maybe they haven’t 
done as well this year that they have 
in the past,” Dameron said. “They 
are athletic, they play hard. They 
are a very formidable opponent and 
we are looking forward to seeing 
their best effort because I’m sure it’s 
coming.”
Where Tennessee State lacks in a 
running game offensively, it makes 
up defensively.
The Tigers have allowed an aver-
age of three yards per carry, which 
is the lowest in the OVC and teams 
are rushing for 121.5 yards per game, 
which is the second lowest 
behind Jacksonville State 
(110).
The Tigers are in the mid-
dle of the pack with seven 
forced turnovers in their 
four conference games, 
but the Tennessee 
State defense has the 
second most sacks 
in conference play, 
with 11. The Tigers 
have 30 sacks this 
season, No. 1 in 
the OVC. The 
second high-
est total is 17 
by Eastern Ken-
tucky.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU football has the No. 1 offense, #TSU has the No. 1 defense in the #OVC.
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The Eastern football team has been 
marred by turnovers in losses this 
year, but has used them to its advan-
tage, which for Panthers’ coach Kim 
Dameron is a focal point heading 
into Saturday’s game against Tennes-
see State.
Coming off a plus-five turnover 
margin against Southeast Missouri on 
the road, Dameron said the Panthers 
must continue to force more turn-
overs to win.
“It is by far the No. 1 thing we 
have to do to win a football game,” 
he said. 
At 2-1 in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence, Eastern has the best turnover 
margin in the league at plus six. The 
Panthers have generated nine turn-
overs, including six interceptions in 
the past two games.
When Eastern has won the turn-
over battle this year it has come away 
with a win. The Panthers’ lone loss in 
conference play, a 36-33 overtime de-
feat against Eastern Kentucky on Oct. 
11, saw the Panthers commit three 
fumbles leading to their loss.
Those three turnovers against the 
Colonels are the only turnovers East-
ern has committed in three OVC 
games.
“We have to not turnover the ball 
on offense and we have to make sure 
we’re continuing to get turnovers de-
fensively,” Dameron said. 
The turnover bug has hit Tennes-
see State in its current three-game los-
ing streak.
The Tigers have had seven intercep-
tions thrown in their last three games. 
Tennessee State quarterback Mi-
chael German is coming off a two-
touchdown, 341-yard performance 
against Tennessee-Martin, but it was 
not enough, as he also threw an inter-
ception that was returned for a touch-
down.
Tigers’ coach Rod Reed said the se-
nior quarterback is simply trying to 
do too much this season.
With a running game that is aver-
aging a conference worst 82.8 yards 
per game in OVC play, Reed said 
German is succumbing to the added 
weight on his shoulders as the Tigers’ 
offense has become one-sided.
“I think our inability to run the 
ball up to this point has put a lot 
of pressure on Mike to force a lot 
of things and try to force the issue, 
which he shouldn’t,” Reed said. “He’s 
got to understand that he’s got a good 
defense. Protect the football and let 
the chips fall where they may.”
German has the most interceptions 
in the OVC, with 11, which includes 
six against league opponents.
As a team, Tennessee State has nine 
turnovers in its three-game losing 
streak. The three losses have all come 
by a touchdown or less.
“That’s not winning football and 
we have to get back to playing win-
ning football and in particular pro-
tecting the football,” Reed said.
Eastern quarterback Jalen Whitlow 
has not thrown an interception since 
throwing three against Illinois State 
on Sept. 13 in Normal.
The Panthers lost that game 34-15. 
Since then he has only fumbled once 
at Eastern Kentucky. 
“Turnovers is the most important 
statistic that we have,” Dameron said. 
“It’s talked about every day, every 
week to protect the football. Protect 
the football. Protect the football. And 
defensively attack the football.”
Aldo Soto can be reached
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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Sophomore defensive back Cedric Julius defends Eastern Kentucky wide receiver Devin Borders who could not come down in bounds for a touchdown in 
the Panthers' 36-33 overtime loss to the Colonels on Oct. 11 in Richmond, Ky.  Eastern's defense has intercepted seven passes in the last two games.
Turnovers vital to Eastern’s success
Tigers enter Homecoming with daunting defense
2-5, 2-1 (OVC) 4-4, 1-3 (OVC)
EASTERN ILLINOIS
VS.
TENNESSEE STATE
SATURDAY | 1:30 P.M.
O’BRIEN FIELD
JALEN WHITLOW THROUGH 6 GAMES
0 PASSING
TOUCHDOWNS
146 RUSHING 
YARDS
1 RUSHING 
TOUCHDOWN
345 PASSING 
YARDS
908 PASSING 
YARDS
7 PASSING
TOUCHDOWNS
412 RUSHING 
YARDS
7 RUSHING 
TOUCHDOWNS
I N  T H E  F I R S T  T H R E E  G A M E S ,  W H I T LO W  S P L I T  T I M E  AT  Q U A R T E R B AC K  W I T H  S E N I O R  A N D R E W  M A N L E Y.
E A S T E R N  W E N T  0 - 3,  W H I L E  T H E  PA N T H E R S  S CO R E D  J U S T  18.6  P O I N T S  P E R  G A M E
I N  T H E  L A S T  F O U R  G A M E S ,  W H I T LO W  B E C A M E  T H E  S TA R T E R ,  L E A D I N G  E A S T E R N  TO  A  2 - 2 R E CO R D  A N D 
T H E  B E S T  O F F E N S E  I N  T H E  O V C .  T H E  PA N T H E R S  H AV E  AV E R AG E D  41.8 P O I N TS  P E R  G A M E .
258.7. YA R D S  P E R  G A M E
N O. 1 I N  T O TA L  YA R D S  I N  T H E  O V C
